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We held another  computer  software contest at the 42nd 
Congress of the Japan Society of Anesthesiology (JSA), 
held in Hamamatsu in April  1995. This is a brief report  
of the contest from the members  of the executive com- 
mittee. The aim and procedures have been explained in 
the previous four reports [1-4]. This report  will be lim- 
ited only to what differs from those of the previous four 
events. 

We recruited another  member  (ME) to the Executive 
Committee,  who belongs to the Depar tment  of Anes- 
thesiology at Hamamatsu  Medical School. He arranged 
most of the practical aspects of the contest. 

Results  

We received 22 entries for the contest. The spectrum of 
personal computers and operating systems (OS) for 
which the software was intended showed a marked shift 
from NEC PC9801 and Macintosh to various other 
types of platforms/OS (Table 1). Only one program was 
entered solely for the NEC PC9801 series, while six 
were entered solely for Macintosh, including one which 
was translated from that originally developed for MS- 
DOS. Eight programs were intended for MS-Windows. 
Many programs and data were intended for various 
platforms/machines including those mentioned above 
plus AT-compatibles and UNIX systems. This trend 
was especially marked when the software receiving 
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prizes was considered. Out of seven, three were for MS- 
Windows while the remaining four were shared by 
PC9801, Macintosh, HP200LX, and Unix. The total 
number  of co-workers for all these 22 programs was 64. 

We received monetary donations from various 
sources plus one million yen worth of instruments and 
goods for prizes. Examples of prizes were a pulse- 
oximeter,  a TFT-display note-type PC, four HP200LX 
palm-top computers, three multisession CD-ROM 
drives and two MIDI-sound instruments. 

The grand prize was withheld again this year, because 
no entry reached the high standards of quality required 
for this prize. The authors and titles of the top five 
prizes for excellence, and of the two extra prizes are 
listed in Table 2. All entries were awarded prizes. All 
programs are free software although a few may be diffi- 
cult to distribute for technical reasons. 

We held a special lecture session by Dr. Ken 
Sakamura, the promoter  of the T R O N  project, who 
talked on the future perspective of computers,  including 
the concept of a computer-augumented environment.  
At tendance increased markedly, reaching as many as 
200. 

Discuss ion 

The number  of entries remained at the same level, but 
the at tendance increased substantially this year over the 
previous 4 years. We interpret this to indicate that the 
contest is now gaining popularity among the members 
of the Society as well as to an increased interest in 
computers in general, i 

The software by Dr. Enomoto  may deserve special 
mention. It is a group of small programs developed over 
a span of more than a decade, to be used mostly at the 
bedside in the operating room. It uses a Standard lan- 
guage (MS-BASIC), and no new technology such as 
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Table 1. The spectrum of computers and OSs for which the 
programs are intended 

Platform No. of entries 

NEC PC9801 1 
MS-DOS general 3 (+2 data) 
Macintosh 6 (+2 data) 
Windows 8 (+1 data) 
Others (including UNIX) 3 

One program is essentially a database, combined with viewers for MS- 
DOS, Macintosh, and Windows. Another is a pure data base to be 
used both on MS-DOS and on Macintosh. One piece of software in 
the MS-DOS general group is intended specifically for HP100/200LX. 

Table 2. The authors and titles of the winners of the top five 
prizes and of two extra prizes 

Grand Prize: Withheld 
Prizes for Excellence (in alphabetical order of the first 
authors) 

N. Enomoto et al., Dept Anesth, National Sagamihara 
Hospital. 
Clinical anaesthesia program (PC-9801) 

O. Nagata, Dept Anesth, Tokyo Municipal Geriatric 
Institute. 
Software for testing nonparametric multifactorial 
comparison (Macintosh) 

M. Ozaki et al., Dept Anesth, Tokyo Women's Medical 
College. 
Electronic book: Drugs for the anesthesiologist 
(HP100/200LX) 

Y. Sho et al., Dept Anesth, Faculty of Medicine, Chiba 
University. 
Computer program for preoperative evaluation of breathing 
during sleep (Windows) 

O. Uchida et al., Dept Anesthesiology, National 
Cardiovascular Center. 
An interactive computer program using nmltimedia: a 
preoperative explanation of anesthetic practice to surgical 
patients (Windows) 

Extra prizes: 
Prize for Humor 
T. Takeda., Dept Anesth, Fukui Prefectural Hospital. 
An application for invitation to anesthesia (Windows) 

Prize for Ideas 
S. Hagihira et al., Dept Anesth, Osaka University. 
An application of Mosaic for an electronic textbook 
(Various platforms/OSs) 

The names in parentheses indicate computer/operating system (OS). 
English titles are by the program authors. 

GUI  or video data. With its high quality and wide appli- 
cability, it is an impressive achievement and a useful 

program. 
The size of programs has again grown markedly over 

previous years. It is now common to use visual and 
auditory data, which can increase the size of data to the 
order of 100 megabytes. We have been discussing the 
possibility of making a C D - R O M  for distributing these 

programs, it has been delayed for both technical and 
economic reasons. It appears that even a single CD- 
R O M  may not have the capacity to incorporate the 
many programs provided. 

It has already been arranged that both the 43rd 
(1996) and the 44th (1997) Congresses of the JSA are to 
hold a similar software contest. While we had no pro- 
grams entered from abroad this year, we at least re- 
ceived one program in English aiming at international 
use, to be used on AT-compatibles. The same policy 
shall be maintained for the coming years. The English 
version of the OS for both Macintosh and MS-Windows 
will be available if we receive entries which require 
them. 

For the contest, we maintain a policy that all pro- 
grams entered must be distributed as free software with 
all the supporting documentat ion available to the users. 
Under  this condition, we welcome entries from abroad 
to the contest. The authors of the software are free to 
revise and to distribute them independently, even via 
commercial routes. 
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